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"Constructive programme." Gandhiji wrote in 1930, c'is
not essential for local civil disobedience for specific relief, as in
the case of Bardoli. A tangible common grievance restricted :o
a particular locality is enough. But for such an indefinable
thing as Swaraj people must have previous training in doing
things of All-India interest."96 But even in the cas: of Barcoli,
as Gregg points out, Gandhiji ascribed much of the success to
the fact that a constructive economic and social programme of
reform had been going on there for six or seven years
previous.97

The cleansing and constructive activities are the positive
and negative aspects of satyagraha, each being :i: dispensable
to the other. Direct action to be non-violent should be rooted in
and lead to reconstruction, while in this imperfect world :he
latter is bound occasionally to meet with obstructions which
have to be removed by direct action. Constructive activities,
however, are more important than direct action. In fact
Gandhiji attaches far greater importance to constructive than
to political work. Thus he wrote in 1931, ". . .my work of social
reform was in no way less than or subordinate to political work.
The fact is, that when I saw that to a certain extent my social
work would be impossible without the help of pol:::cal work, I
took to the latter and only to the extent that it helped
the former. I must therefore confess that work of social reform
or self-purification of this nature is a hundred times dearer to
me than what is called purely political work."98 Unlike direct
action, the constructive programme leaves no room for hypo-
crisy, compulsion and violence.99 It does not provoke in the
opponent violent feelings which may be aroused by direct
action. Besides, the greater the cultivation of constructive non-
violence, the less the need to offer civil disobedience.100 Gandhiji
considered the definite, intelligent and free adoption of this
programme as the attainment of the substance of independence
and believed that this would surely be followed by the transfer
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